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Local policy planning aligned 
with the SDGs

The momentum of local elections in 

Flanders

06/06/2024
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Flemish local governments embracing the SDGs

➢ 60% integrates the SDGs in the current MAPP (2020-2025)

➢ 40% monitors progress on the SDGs

➢ 118 signed VVSGs SDG declaration of commitment

➢ 170 participated in VVSGs Sustainable Municipality Week
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Local policy cycle in Flanders

2023 – 2024 OCT 2024 … JAN 2025 2025

13/10/24

Local elections

Start new term

Context analysis 

And memorandum

Coalition 

agreement

Determining 

priorities new 

MAPP

Preparing MAPP

2026-2032

2030
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Building on existing processes

SDGs & the (mandatory) local context analysis (CA)

- CA = analysis of environment and trends in your local context

- Working group with 20 cities and municipalities

- Feed CA with local SDG data

- Shared focus on societal trends and challenges

- Join expertise from different departments
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SDGs & the local context analysis

SDG data / SDG indicators

- VVSG SDG index (Voluntary Subnational Review)

- > 200 indicators

- All centrally available

- Data for every municipality in Flanders

- www.sdgmonitor.be (Idea Consult)

http://www.sdgmonitor.be/
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SDGs & the local context analysis

SDG data / SDG indicators

- SDG wijzer municipality of 

Zwevegem (& neighbours)

- https://www.sdg-

wijzer.zwevegem.be/

- Visual overview of how you 

are doing for each indicator 

under a certain SDG 

https://www.sdg-wijzer.zwevegem.be/
https://www.sdg-wijzer.zwevegem.be/
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SDGs & the local context analysis

SDG data / SDG indicators

- https://gemeente-stadsmonitor.vlaanderen.be/ (municipality & citymonitor by the Flemish 

government)

- https://provincies.incijfers.be/ (data collection by the provincial governments)

https://gemeente-stadsmonitor.vlaanderen.be/
https://provincies.incijfers.be/
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SDGs & the local context analysis: practical example

Workshops per pillar in Retie (>11.000) 

➢Heads of department: start-stop-
continue + link to SDGs

➢Organisation-wide: workshop per pillar
➢Partnership = partners with whom we 

work on specific SDGs
➢Peace = organisational evaluation
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SDGs & the local context analysis: practical example

Context analysis structured according to the 5 pillars 
in Maldegem (>10.000) 

➢Training for all staff
➢Working moments per P

➢2 employees per department
➢Based on inspiration sheets per SDG

➢ Figures for SDG X
➢Ongoing actions for SDG X
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SDGs & the local context analysis: practical example

SDGs as a starting point for CA in Deinze (>44.000) 

➢ SDG-monitor & scores for Deinze
➢ Internal participation: SDG circle exercise with 

staff
➢External participation: SDG circle exercise with 

citizens panel
➢Prioritisation of SDGs 
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Local policy cycle in Flanders

2023 – 2024 OCT 2024 … JAN 2025 2025

13/10/24

Local elections

Start new term

Context analysis 

And memorandum

Coalition 

agreement

Determining 

priorities new 

MAPP

Preparing MAPP

2026-2032

2030
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➢ Belgian VNR 2023 

=> VSR 2023

➢ EU presidency 2024

➢ Local elections 2024

=> SDGs in VVSG 

memorandum

Capitalizing on context and opportunities
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Impact-monitoring VVSG program

Municipality X is
➢ working on SDG integration.
➢ realizing good SDG integration.
➢ realizing in-depth SDG integration.

Learning question: 

Does working with the SDG-frame 

lead to more sustainable policy 

choices? 



VVSG vzw • Bischoffsheimlaan 1-8 • 1000 Brussel • T +32 2 211 55 00
info@vvsg.be • www.vvsg.be 

Thanks! Any questions? 

http://www.vvsg.be/
https://twitter.com/vvsg
https://be.linkedin.com/company/vvsg
https://www.facebook.com/be.vvsg/
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Malle

SDGs in grant regulations of the 

communal youth department

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Edegem

Submitting local project on urban 

farming to VVSGs SDG check

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Harelbeke
Local SDG indicators

Good practices: SDGs as a frame for local policies
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Bornem

Wishes for a sustainable city in 

2030, together with twin partner

Good practices: external awareness



VVSG vzw • Bischoffsheimlaan 1-8 • 1000 Brussel • T +32 2 211 55 00
info@vvsg.be • www.vvsg.be 

Thanks! 

http://www.vvsg.be/
https://twitter.com/vvsg
https://be.linkedin.com/company/vvsg
https://www.facebook.com/be.vvsg/
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