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Political declaration from the 
SDG Summit 2023

36. We commit to taking continuous, fundamental, transformative 
and urgent actions at all levels and by all stakeholders to overcome 
the crises and obstacles facing our world. 

(s) We will continue to integrate the SDGs into our national policy 
frameworks and develop national plans for transformative and 
accelerated action. We will make implementing the 2030 Agenda 
and achieving the SDGs a central focus in national planning and 
oversight mechanisms. We will further localize the SDGs and 
advance integrated planning and implementation at the local level. 



What might these national plans for 
transformative and accelerated action 
be?

Science can and needs to support policy

What are the consequences of inaction and 
future scenarios? 
What are potentially transformative actions?
How does the process of transformation 
unfold and how can it be actively shaped?
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Timeline of the GSDR 2023

A quadrennial report incorporating scientific evidence
Inform the HLPF and strengthen the science-policy interface
Provide a strong evidence-based instrument to support 
policy-makers
Builds on other assessments

Late 2020: IGS started its work
Inputs and consultations with stakeholders
Scientific peer review
Member state feedback and advance version

September 2023 – Launch at the SDG Summit

Regional and national workshops to operationalise the 
GSDR



GSDR framework

Six entry points to 
transformation 
(2019 GSDR)

Five categories of 
levers



Develop pathways 
which…

Create enabling 
conditions

Anticipate and 
manage 
impediments and 
lock-ins

Consider and 
manage synergies 
and trade-offs



1. Consequences of inaction: Where are we heading?

Soergel et al. 2021

Middle of the road 
pathway will not take 
us the goals by 2030, or 
event 2050



Synthesis: SDG scenario modelling
• Scoping review of global scenario literature (n=51), Allen et al. (forthcoming)

• Important shifts, specific interventions (policy, finance, technology, behavioral), interlinkages

• Coverage of the six ‘entry points’ and 17 SDGs

• Most frequent – Entry point 3 on sustainable food and healthy nutrition

• Least frequent - Entry point 5 on urban and peri-urban development

• Limited coverage of SDGs 5, 9, 10 and 14

• Poor inclusion of SDGs 16 and 17

Allen et al., forthcoming



Synthesis: SDG scenario modelling

• To enhance policy relevance of scenario studies:
• Standardization and packaging of policies, aligned 

to policy portfolio structure of governments
• Specify broad shifts 

into policy measures/interventions/mixes
• Supplement global scenarios with regional and 

national modelling studies
• Regular science-policy interaction 

to communicate  and translate results, e.g. throug
h GSDR

• More consistent approaches to 
assessing interlinkages and common 
impediments under scenario pathways



2. What are potentially 
transformative actions?

GSDR reviewed scenario literature to identify key 
shifts and related interventions

Large potential for additional scientific synthesis to 
inform policy:

• Meta-evaluation and evidence synthesis (peer-
reviewed literature)

• Review of good examples (grey literature)

Some reflections:

• Major political reforms have taken time – set 
milestones

• Effective action vs. transformative action



Examples of key 
shifts and 
interventions:

Universal health coverage

Universal social insurance

Increase agricultural R&D

Carbon pricing 

Fossil fuel subsidy reform

Electric vehicle mandates

Doubling of recycling of 
municipal waste

Secure land tenure



Synthesis: The SDGs are interlinked

Bennich et al. 2023. One Earth.



3. How does the process 
of transformation unfold 
and how can it be actively 
shaped?

Build capacity for transformations

• Foresight and long-term planning

• Nurture innovation and de-risk investment

• Strategic direction of multiple actors

• Comprehensive and sequenced policy mixes

• Negotiation and conflict resolution 

• Public engagement



Establish an SDG Transformation framework  

National plans, with global commitments and non-state 
actor partnerships

Commit domestic and ODA finance and integrate in 
budgeting

Use science-based tools

Build capacities for transformation: training, foresight, public 
engagement, negotiation skills

Drive transformation through its phases and manage 
interlinkages: key solutions for six entry points, sequence 
interventions, assess interlinkages and spill-overs

Improve critical, underlying conditions for SDG 
implementation: prevent conflict, ensure fiscal space, focus on 
marginalized groups

Work with science: invest in evaluation research, global South 
R&D, knowledge sharing

Call to action



Identify tailored approaches to 
remove key roadblocks

Find cost-effective and feasible 
pathways

Strengthen governance and 
accountability

A reality check for sustainability.



Thank you!



RESOURCES

Journal article - Recurring patterns of SDG interlinkages and how they can advance the 2030 Agenda: 

https://www.sei.org/publications/recurring-patterns-of-sdg-interlinkages/

Perspective - Maximizing progress on the 2030 Agenda: building on SDG interlinkages: 

https://www.sei.org/perspectives/maximizing-progress-on-the-2030-agenda-building-on-sdg-interlinkages/

Perspective - Six ways to tap potential of integrative policy and planning post-SDG Summit: 

https://www.sei.org/perspectives/six-ways-post-sdg-summit/

Journal article - Returning to core principles to advance the 2030 Agenda:  

https://www.sei.org/publications/returning-to-core-principles-to-advance-the-2030-agenda/

Tool - SDG Synergies: https://www.sdgsynergies.org

https://www.sei.org/publications/recurring-patterns-of-sdg-interlinkages/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/maximizing-progress-on-the-2030-agenda-building-on-sdg-interlinkages/
https://www.sei.org/perspectives/six-ways-post-sdg-summit/
https://www.sei.org/publications/returning-to-core-principles-to-advance-the-2030-agenda/
https://www.sdgsynergies.org/
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