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The Sustainable 
Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN) 

•  Global	network	of	researchers	and	experts	
launched	in	2012	to	mobilize	knowledge	on	the	
SDGs	

•  Operates	under	the	auspices	of	the	UN	Secretary	
General	

•  Directed	by	Prof.	Jeffrey	D.	Sachs	
•  Network	of	1000+	partner	institutions	
•  Purpose:	

•  Network	
•  Training	Center	
•  Think	Tank	



John F. 
Kennedy, 1963 

“By	defining	our	goal	more	clearly,	by	
making	it	seem	more	manageable	and	
less	remote,	we	can	help	all	people	to	
see	it,	to	draw	hope	from	it	and	to	
move	irresistibly	towards	it.”	



The	2019	EU	SDR	

•  Lead	authors:	SDSN	and	IEEP	
•  Distance	to	pre-defined	targets	
•  113	indicators	(official	and	non-official	statistics)	
•  European	Union	and	member	states	
•  3	rounds	of	formal	public	consultations	
•  Informal	consultation	with	EC	services,	MEPs	and	
CSOs	



SDR2019	–	Statistical	audit	by	the	European	Commission	(JRC)	

	
	
	
“The	SDG	Index	is	a	remarkable	effort	of	
synthetizing	the	17	SDGs	into	a	single	
measure.	The	index	ranks	are	robust	
enough,	allowing	meaningful	conclusions	
to	be	drawn	from	the	index.”	



Global SDR 
Ranking 



EU Dashboard 
Preliminary results not for citation or attribution 

Goal	Achievement Challenges	remain Significant	challenges Major	challenges
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Being
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Clean	Energy

SDG8:	Decent	
Work	and	
Economic	
Growth

SDG9:	Industry,	
Innovation	and	
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Communities

SDG12:	
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and	Production
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Action
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SDG17:	
Partnerships	
for	the	Goals

Austria green orange yellow orange yellow yellow yellow yellow green yellow yellow red red gray red green orange
Belgium yellow red yellow orange orange yellow orange yellow green yellow yellow orange orange orange orange orange orange
Bulgaria orange orange orange orange orange orange orange orange red orange red red red orange orange red orange
Croatia orange orange orange orange orange orange orange orange red orange orange orange orange orange orange orange orange
Cyprus yellow red orange red orange red red orange red gray red red red red red yellow red
Czech	Republic green red orange orange orange yellow orange yellow yellow yellow orange orange red gray orange yellow orange
Denmark green orange green yellow yellow yellow yellow green green green orange orange orange red orange yellow green
Estonia orange orange orange yellow orange orange orange yellow orange orange yellow orange red orange yellow yellow orange
Finland green orange yellow green yellow green green green green green yellow orange red red orange yellow yellow
France green orange yellow orange yellow yellow yellow orange green yellow yellow orange orange orange red orange yellow
Germany yellow orange yellow yellow yellow yellow orange green green yellow yellow red orange red orange orange yellow
Greece orange orange orange orange red yellow orange red red orange red red red orange orange orange yellow
Hungary yellow orange orange orange orange orange orange yellow orange yellow orange orange orange gray orange orange orange
Ireland yellow orange yellow yellow orange orange orange yellow orange yellow orange red orange red red yellow red
Italy orange orange yellow orange orange yellow orange red orange orange orange red red red orange orange orange
Latvia orange orange orange yellow orange orange yellow yellow orange red orange red orange red yellow orange orange
Lithuania orange red orange orange orange red red yellow red red yellow orange red yellow yellow yellow orange
Luxembourg orange orange yellow orange orange yellow red orange yellow yellow yellow red orange gray red orange red
Malta yellow red yellow orange red red orange green red gray red red red orange red yellow red
Netherlands green red yellow yellow yellow yellow orange yellow green yellow yellow red orange red red orange red
Poland yellow orange yellow yellow orange yellow orange yellow orange orange red orange red red orange orange yellow
Portugal yellow orange orange yellow orange orange orange yellow red orange orange red orange red red yellow orange
Romania red orange orange red orange red yellow orange red orange red red orange orange red yellow orange
Slovak	Republic yellow orange yellow orange orange yellow orange orange orange yellow orange orange red gray orange yellow orange
Slovenia green orange yellow yellow orange yellow yellow yellow orange yellow orange orange red orange red yellow orange
Spain orange red yellow orange yellow yellow orange red orange orange orange orange orange red red yellow orange
Sweden yellow orange yellow yellow yellow yellow green green green yellow orange red orange red red orange green
United	Kingdom yellow orange yellow yellow yellow yellow orange yellow green orange yellow red red red red orange orange

European	Union yellow orange yellow yellow yellow yellow yellow yellow yellow orange yellow orange orange red orange yellow orange



Leave-No-
One-Behind 

 

Preliminary	results	not	for	citation	or	attribution	





International 
Spillover 
Effects 

 

Preliminary	results	not	for	citation	or	attribution	



Negative spillover effects 



SDSN	&	Yale	University:	
https://
environmentalimpact.glo
bal/	



Meeting SDG requires 6 Transformations 

Leave	No	One	Behind	

3.	Energy	
Decarbonisation	and	
Sustainable	Industry	

	
2.	Health,	Wellbeing	&	

Demography	

6.	Digital	&	other	
technologies	

5.	Sustainable		
Cities	and	

Communities	

1.	Education,	Inequality		
&	Innovation	

4.	Sustainable	Food,	Land,	
Water	&	Oceans	

Circularity	and	Decoupling	

Source:	Sachs	et	al.	
2019.	Nature	
Sustainability	
	
Working	paper	on	
SDSN	website	



EU SDG 
Priorities 
 

1.	Achieving	the	
SDGs	inside	the	EU	

European	Green	Deal		
Sustainable	Europe	
Investment	Plan	and	
Budget	
Skills	&	Education:	EU	
Education	Area	and	
Horizon	Europe	2030	

2.	European	diplomacy	and	
development	cooperation	

3.	Tackling	international	
spillovers	

Preliminary	results	not	for	citation	or	attribution	



Key 
instruments 

MULTI	ANNUAL	
FINANCIAL	FRAMEWORK	

(MFF)	

EUROPEAN	SEMESTER	

SDG	MONITORING	AND	
REPORTING	FRAMEWORK	

Preliminary	results	not	for	citation	or	attribution	



Contact 
guillaume.lafortune@unsdsn.org		


