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Key principles CSO participation 

• Self-organisation of civil society – not 
represented by others, not organised by others 

• Independent and critical civil society – allow 
watchdog role, do not ‘muzzle’ 

• Full diversity of civil society – not only the 
wealthier international CSOs 

• Not just symbolic – no ‘participation-washing’   



Major Groups - Rio 1992 







New regional CSO groups  



Each Goal has thematic constituency  

E.g. Goal 14: Local level Fisherfolk 
7 Oct 2015: Creation of the Latin America Union of Fisherfolks 
, from 10 national fisherfolks organizations 





Or this one...?? 

A Partnership by (a part of) the UN with a private organisation “project 
everyone”  - UN signed away copyright for the SDG icons “allowing abusive 

use (mercandising) of SDGs by a profit making UK company” 







Lobby of the powerful  
(Oxfam 2014 report on the 1%)  

• Elite groups mobilise their vast resources to ensure 
global rules are favourable towards their interests.  

• 20% of billionaires have interests in the financial and 
insurance sectors. These sectors spent $550m lobbying 
policy makers in Washington and Brussels during 2013 

• Billionaires of the pharmaceutical and healthcare 
sectors saw their collective net worth increase by 47 %. 
During 2013, they spent more than $500m lobbying 
policy makers in Washington and Brussels 



Needed: criteria for engaging private 
sector in implementing SDGs  

• Learn from WHO framework for 
“engagement with non-state actors” 

• Legal and ethical regulation to ensure 
integrity, independence, public 
confidence  

• … ‚white washing‘ of image 
unsustainable businesses 

• Distinguish clearly between business 
actors and Civil Society Actors 

• Starting point ‘Bali Guiding Principles 
on Partnerships for Sustainable 
Development 

• Set up intergovernmental Framework 
for partnership accountability 

• At EU level working on this, e.g. 
moving away from single chief 
scientific advisor … 
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Financial resources required for SDGs 

Source: ICESDF report 2014 Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing 



Unsustainable consumption patterns 



CBDR 





Financial resources required for SDGs 

Source: ICESDF report 2014 Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing 



Change energy consumption patterns 
phase out fossil fuel and nuclear subsidies while 

ensuring safe access for all 
 

5 300 000 000 000 $/ year 
 

14 500 000 000 $/  day 
 

604 000 000 $/ hour 
 

Any negotiation at the COP 21 on that? 
 
 

 
 



Ownership distribution of installed renewable electricity generation 
capacity in Germany (2012). 

Source: Blog "German Energy Transition" 

An example: the German Energiewende: 

In 2014: 
• More than 30% of 

electricity from 
renewable sources (3% in 
1990). 

• More than 1000 energy 
cooperatives. 

• More than 50 % of the 
currently installed 
capacity (73 GW) are civic 
energy installations. 

Source: Lutz Ribbe, EESC, 2015 



Example Energy Transition Georgia 
50% rural population still use fuelwood 



Example Energy Transition Uganda 



Where should we focus? 
• Under 5-mortality rates are higher by more than 50% for children 

in bottom income quintile (all developing countries) 
• Women are up to 9 times more likely to be malnourished compared 

to women from top quintile 
• Gender wage gaps remain wide (e.g. 10% of salary of men for job 

of equal value) and is widening in many countries  
• 1 out of 6 women suffers (sexual) violence in her lifetime 
• Women’s high burden of unpaid work – care, domestic, farming - 

(double that of men) 
 



Social protection in case of 
unemployment 

 



Social Protection Floors can be paid 
from e.g. Financial Transaction Taxes 



Institutionalize diverse CSO participaiton in SDG 
implementation  

• Create own “spaces” for self-organised civil 
society (women, indigenous peoples, …) 

• Engage CSOs in development of national and 
local SDG implementation plans 

• Support financially CSOs to monitor and do 
‚shadow‘ reporting 

• Have strong criteria and rules regarding 
accountability and transparency (IATA)  

• Have trust fund for Local Authorities  
• Support social entrepreneurship and 

cooperatives, create fair playing field 





End of the “Trickle Down” Myth 
• MDG’s aimed at halving extreme poverty. 
• MDG has not been achieved, except in China & India 
• Despite progress in GDP, majority of population in 

developing countries have seen no progress 
• What did increase is inequality: more rich people 



Inequality – concentration of power 
• The 85 richest individuals now have the same wealth as the bottom 

50% of the world’s population (in 2010 were still 388 people) 
• There is increasing evidence from the e.g. International Monetary 

Fund, that extreme inequality is not just bad news for those at the 
bottom but also damages economic growth. 
 



Few rich men... 



Source: Ortiz and Cummins (2011) UNICEF 

Source: Ortiz and Cummins. 2011. Global Inequality. UNICEF 

Intra and inter-Country Inequality, 2007 
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Cuts in budget 
expenditures 



Equitable sharing 



 

38 



What works to reduce inequalities? 
• Social protection floors 

– Minimum income guarantee 
– Universal, free public services, health, education, housing, water 

  example Brazil 50 million people out of poverty in Lula’s presidency period 
• Share the tax burden fairly, shifting taxation from labour and 

consumption towards capital and wealth  
– Introduce financial transaction taxes a.o. 

• Introduce minimum wages and ensure a living wage for all 
workers 

• Introduce equal pay legislation and promote economic 
policies to give women a fair deal 

• Reduce and redistribute women’s burden of unpaid work 
• Stop tax dodging by corporations and rich individuals 
• Debt restructuring and relief !!  



Financing For Development 

• Focus on Systemic Issues 
• Should establish fair rules and democratic 

multilateral governance on:  
– Tax, financial and monetary policies  
– Debt relief and restucturing 
– Trade 
– Investment  



Domestic and International sources 

Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing, 8 August 2014  
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf  
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf


Sources and scope of intl dev.funds 

Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing, 8 August 2014  
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/4588FINAL%20REPORT%20ICESDF.pdf


Foreign Direct Investment (to DAC) 

ca. 500 billion; factor 5 higher than ODA 



Wie 
Nachhaltig? 

  
 
 

- Sozial? 
- Ökologisch? 

 
 

Beispiel ECLAC 
 



Out of Africa… 
• Illicit financial flows from developing countries 

in the year 2012— est. US$ 991.2 billion  
• Between 2003 – 2013 total US$6.6 trillion 
• Illicit outflow increased at an staggering 

average rate of 9.4 percent per year—roughly 
twice as fast as global GDP.  

• Africa: ca.50 billion p/yr just from tax evasion 
and undervaluing by commercial companies  

Source: Washington based think tank Global Financial Integrity report “Illicit Financial 
Flows from the Developing World: 2003-2012”via Global Policy 

Forum:https://www.globalpolicy.org/global-taxes/general-analysis-on-global-taxes.html  

https://www.globalpolicy.org/global-taxes/general-analysis-on-global-taxes.html


Wrong policies ? 

• Increasing VAT on basic goods is main 
measure to raise domestic revenue  

• Tax paradise is a good development model 
• Austerity measures are necessary path  
• Invest in export zones, not rural areas 
• Trade agreements and investor protection 

clauses are main growth path  



Dysfunctional global financial system 

UNWOMEN: 

Redistribution not Austerity ! 



Progressive tax systems 

• shifting burden away from poor & women to 
corporations, especially financial and 
extractive sectors !! 

UNWOMEN: 



Social Protection & Unpaid care work  

• Ensure social protection floors – specifically focussed on 
women (eg. Brazil) 

• Bring back into FFD draft & 31 the ILO Convention 102, and 
the accompanying Recommendation 202 and as elaborated 
by the UN CESCR under General Comment 19  

UNWOMEN: 



Gender Responsive Budgeting 

Add „Gender Responsive Budgeting“   

UNWOMEN: 



Regulate Private Sector to not harm 

• Regulate private sector to uphold Women human rights ! 
• Review all investor protection clauses, tax rulings, trade agreements! 
• Social, Environmental and Women rights safe guards ! 

UNWOMEN: 



Global Partnership & reform Int‘l Trade 

• Gender Equality and Women‘s human rights 
Safeguards for all trade and investor agreements! 

• Implement UN Debt relief and restructuring measures 
• Create intergovernmental UN Tax coordination body 

UNWOMEN: 



ODA to Gender Equality/Women rights 

• Gender criteria and budget allocation for all ODA funds! 
• Specific dedicated women‘s rights funds but NOT via the 

World Bank!  
 

UNWOMEN: 



Space and Funds for Women‘s Organisations 

Add to FFD:  
• „Dedicated“ funding for civil society women‘s rights organisations (not 

blended with private sector!)  
• Observer seat for Women’s organisations in negotiations 

UNWOMEN: 



on Tax ...  

• Progressive Tax Systems... (para 22) Good! 
• redouble efforts to substantially reduce illicit 

financial flows by 2030, -- too weak !  
• all companies, incl. multinationals, pay taxes to 

the governments of countries where economic 
activity occurs and value is created (para 23) – 
good! 

• “strengthened” United Nations Committee of 
Experts on International Cooperation in Tax 
Matters (para 29)–  too weak, asking for inter-
governmental body! 

 
 



On Technology... 
• "Technology Facilitation Mechanism” (para 123 )  
a  space to deliberate on technologies and their potential 
impacts that are relevant to the fulfilment of the SDGs. 
  
• Importance of “traditional and indigenous knowledge and 

innovations” 
their role is invaluable in enabling communities to address 
development and climate change challenges.  
 
Missing: reference to the gender gap in technology. Need 
measures to include women in design of sustainable 
technologies  

 



Thank you 
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